
The Mission of RSA 
The mission of Redding School of the Arts, where  
education and the arts connect, is to educate K-8 students 
who have an interest in visual and performing arts and 
cultivate their knowledge and skills for the betterment of 
their local and global community.  
 
Utilizing an inter -disciplinary, theme based approach, 
students will learn to read, write, speak, problem solve, 
use technology and sustainable practices.  

RSA seeks to accomplish its goal of high academic and behavioral standards through a student 
centered, multicultural and multi-lingual environment with an emphasis on the arts. This charter 
school will enable students to become literate, self-motivated and life-long learners who  

participate in the art of their community. 

During the 2015-2016 school year Redding School of the Arts II (RSA II: CDS Code: 45752670115345) 
sought a Charter Renewal Petition from Columbia Elementary School District (CESD).  In May of 2016 
the governing board of CESD approved our petition, and currently our Charter is doing business as 
Redding School of the Arts (RSA), CDS Code: 45699480134122.  For additional information you may 
contact the school director, Margaret Johnson or Columbia Elementary School District,         
Superintendentð Clay Ross (cross@columbiasd.com) 

Basic Facts 
§ Six Year Clear 

WASC Accreditation 

§ Confucius  Class-
room 

§ Charter school with a 
focus on visual and   
performing arts 

§ Mandarin Immersion 
50/50 program  (k-5); 
Leveled Mandarin 
classes (6-8) 

§ Grades offered:         
Kindergarten through 
eighth  

§ Extensive Visual and 
Performing Arts   
Elective Program 

SCHOOL ACCOUNTABILITY 
REPORT CARD FOR 2015-2016 
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Key Factor 
Our 

School 

Student enrollment 543 

Number of full -time     
equivalent teachers 

27 

% of Core Classes 
Taught by Highly  
Qualified Teacher 

100% 

ADDRESS:   955 Inspiration Place, Redding, CA 96003 

PHONE:    (530)247-6933 

WEBSITE:     www.rsarts.org  

DIRECTOR:    Margaret Johnson (mjohnson@rsarts.org)  
CDS CODE:  45752670115345; DBA 45699480134122  

mailto:mjohnson@rsarts.org
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Major Achievements 

* Official Hanban designation as a YCT/HSK (Youth Chinese Test) testing site. 

* Spring Musical ð The Lion King- Based on the 1994 Disney animated film, this epic musical is 

one of the longest running productions on Broadway, brought to Redding with all the thrill, maj-

esty, awe inspiring scenes, and award winning music that is the Lion King.  

* Student Art work shown at Redding City Hall, and Shasta County Office of Education as well 

as students placing 1st, 2nd and 3rd in 4 local Lionõs Club peace poster contests. 

* In February RSAõs  Stringõs Program sent 6 students to perform at the California Music Educa-

tion Associationõs (CMEA-Northern Section) event.   We had one student receive a Command 

Performance. One student, duo group, and trio group all received Superior ratings and one stu-

dent received an Excellent. 

* Festival choir (5th ð 8th graders) received 1st place ð gold and The Outstanding Choral Award 

and Glee Jr (4th and 5th) received the gold award  which is the highest award for the category. 

Together the 2 choirs received the Sweepstakes awards for having the highest average score of all 

schools competing with 2 or more groups.    

* ASB sponsored community outreaches:  RSA student body participated in Pennies for Pups to 

support Haven Humane Society and conducted a fundraiser to help support the victims of the 

Valley Fire through  donations of cash and/or gently used sweatshirts or jackets.  

Redding School of the Arts is a K-8 visual and performing arts charter school in Northern     
California. The school believes when it comes to young minds, the arts enrich, expand and    
prepare students to become vibrant, fully contributing members of their communities and the 
larger society.  Children engaged in music and arts programs not only do better in other          
academic subjects than children not engaged in the arts, but also have better attendance,          
increased self-esteem, and cooperate more fully with teachers and peers. Additionally, Redding 
School of the Arts is the only school in the far Northern California region to offer a Mandarin 
immersion program for its primary grades.   

Our School Defined 
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Nine years ago RSA began a Mandarin Immersion program. To further 
the cultural depth of the program, RSA worked with HanBan and the 
Asia Society to help support and enhance our program. 

In Addition,  our Mandarin Immersion Program began a Confucius 
Classroom. This program unites us with a sister school in China in addi-
tion to also providing recognition for RSAõs program.  Our sister school  
is Shijiazhuang Shengshichangõan Primary School. This school is locat-
ed in the province of Hebei, Northeastern China.   

RSA believes learning a second language occurs best in a variety of set-
tings and styles providing 
insight into oneõs first lan-
guage development.  Bilin-
gual learning enhances intel-
lectual development, basic 
skills, performance, and im-
proves a childõs understand-
ing of his or her native lan-
guage as well as providing 
positive effects on memory, 
listening, and critical think-
ing skills. The goals of the 
Mandarin Immersion Pro-
gram are to achieve high lev-

els of listening, speaking, reading, and writing proficiency in both Eng-
lish and Mandarin.   Participation in Major Chinese cultural festivals 
and events , such as Chinese New year and the Moon Festival, also con-
tributes to the understanding of the language. 

RSAõs Mandarin Immersion Program is a comprehensive immersion 
program with 50% of the studentsõ instruction in core subjects in English 
as the target language and 50% in Mandarin as the target language.   The 
immersion program is 
offered in grades Kin-
dergarten through 
fifth.  In middle 
school our students 
are able to continue 
with their Mandarin 
studies as a period 
during their regular 
school day.  Those 
students who were 
not part of the immer-
sion program and de-
sire to learn Mandarin 
can also take a Chinese I class as a period in their regular day. 

Benefits of learning a     
second language at an 
early age: 

Ý Has a positive effect 
on intellectual growth 
and  enriches and   
enhances a child's 
mental development 

Ý Leaves students with 
more flexibility in 
thinking, greater   
sensitivity to         
language, and a better 
ear for listening 

Ý Improves a child's 
understanding of his/
her native language 

Ý Gives a child the  
ability to communi-
cate with people s/he 
would otherwise not 
have the chance to 
know 

Ý Opens the door to 
other cultures and 
helps a child           
understand and      
appreciate people 
from other countries 

Ý Gives a student a 
head start in language             
requirements for    
college 

Ý Increases job           
opportunities in 
many careers where 
knowing another   
language is a real   
asset. (Center for  

Applied Linguistics) 

Mandarin Immersion Program 


